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A Conversation about Public Space, Memory,

Uncertain Cit
and Urban Resistance

ln a Slobdlize!] w d in ||hith utbanities arc n.:oljbetuli.ad,
pubtt. \feces andloms afteestances are ebtin& changihg, antt
nt.rcannecting .ansantly. the üfiah scholars Lldsrerdt
Anir Ebrdhini (Tehran) andAnne rrüfschtti.l (Eeüt, ttßcuss tht)
hlbridiy af ufiaa spdces and the (te)shalins aJ urbü tendscapes
br s?a..1taducing agodes: these spacesfdce not onu rcprcsia
dnd .onttul but also indillbrence, negdtL.n, dn j ensure. tn then
encaunLert ilt T.htdn an.l Betlin Lhe tea schotaß eatiz.:tt thnt .!p
I tltit üfidn reJtrcnces and expetiences arc tuther .tübten t
(lehtun, Barnn. Mello City), they lhdre d st ng itercst in tua
. ncepts: the ,otioti of urbdn memory and th. ided al ererydq.
PrdctL.e\ ar l/ansgrcssi,ns_ Ihe lotLowing is ah eLtürd wsian aJ a
didbsüe the\, ?resented belare a pübic audiü.e ane wurm ,lptil
erening in 6alit1tu 2018.

].\rll: To begiDaith, talking about public space is tär trom sel'evidenr.
I slwosc n'e s,olrld agree o. trot subs.nbing to the .tassic Ilabermas
notion olpublc spa.e as astable, rarional, andreasonabte pubti. sphere
( awn ichkeit), t s.)tt ot fiee marketpla.e ol publi. optnio., and jnstea.t

share the idea ofan unst.tble dd uneven poi{er plal be it jnEutupedn or
Do. luopean urhanities Ir is .rucla.l here rhat thc ,rr1,. ch dractcr of a
spa.e is notjust deh.ed blphvsi.alor lcg!.I p ara,n erers but bv a.cesslblt
itr dd the uses to i{hi.h it.is !ut.Ändwe certajnhshare the coN.j.tion
that public spa.e goes bevond plrlsj.al, marerial spa.e and jDctudes

nnmater,al arems, su.h as clb€Nlace or nnaglnary spaces. Uie tearn
hom Henrl Lcfebvre that urban spdce is not a given, pm-1lxe{l setting or
.ontaincr bx l.1ro.7r..A fro m all klnds ol socjal pra.Ljces. Comptemen
iarl. to this, cultual hisLo.ian Karl S.hlög.l argues that it is ne.essary to
spal.ialize oü understandjng , )l histo4,: historical erents.eedto be seen
as located and embodied.,50 $re might scc spa.e.ts abodyofh,sro[, aDd
thal conne.ts lrs to the notion ofrnem..y

For instance, in my eiploratlon o1'urban menoryscapes" in r.aun
.lherica I.onsider lubli. urban spa.e norjust as a srage for m.norI
perfo.mdnces and pollucs bul as co produced by thesc !€rypracri.es.
be it a.tivislperformd.e or olicialconmemorations.r Urban mcnoryls
noljusl abour.ollecting and dislla)ingthe rernanrs ofthe pasr in ordcr
:o Geale alincar narratiye that can.onler m€aningbut a.tso, and most
iopotanth about crcadnga shared publi. spacc, $,here rhe jnrangrbtcs

oiihep6t nrteß€.twith thc flows ol everyday liie. pubhcmcmortrspdces

can.ot bc anthing other than conllictua.lilt js never eye{,bod,v: storv
told Lhere but rather certair slories, in cetain codes a.d langxag€s.
!üblic memorf is n ot so mLlch abouüene,rbrance lcrsus lorgerting but
about.om!eürg ncmorles, u,i.ners or loscN.li.tims or lerpetrarors.
For that, I find exrremely usetul thc norion ol the u.tan palinipsesr, as

proposed by Andreas Hulssenrr the ovenrlping ol comper.ing and
oleturitten la)ers, n'hl.h may be hlghlishted or deried. Ihcse layers
ah{a,vs leale so.re kind of lrace ofunderlying 'stolics", $'hich might bc
re.onst.uclcd througli a parlicula social .hernjstry.

Uihen l6rsl.me ro Nleiico Crb. some de.ades ago, I was much a0.ac
ted to whal I much lato $'ould describe as an urban poliucs of
palinrpsest: a $illingness to assune thc und€ }1ng layers of historr as

consutudve ola shared mdlalimpsesti. !rbar memoN'Ihey allseem to
coelist opcr+ thoxsh no! $.ithout conflict: rra.es olthe Aztec or Mexi.a
metropol's. the Spanish invasion, Lhe destruction. re signilving. and
rebuildiDg ofrhe.rry, lhe dlfferent modernities oveNriung cach orher
In th€ Benin urban landscape, especial\ in the eightics aid earlyninetics,
the overall presen.e oiruins aDd spatia.l volds.ould be .ead as tra.es
of collapsed or aboted political archite.t.ures. Kennv Cufcrs and Nlarkß
Nliesren havc .oined a ler.r fb. lhese /dsre1ar.ls and leltovers thal
are drsattearing uDder prcscDr day urba. developmeDt, calling them

'spa.es ofuncertainry", energing pubLic slaces, nor deined vet. bcyon.t
rcpr€senlatioD. inteNtifial pla.es ! h ere public and private experiences

oveda!'.! So §rral abo! t u n.ertainty in T€hrant public slace?

IßSSEItA I: ftese.oncetts olunccrtain spa.e orpalimpsest cai at$ be

applied in llie Irdian conlext. though in a slighdy differenr understand
-"J r\","rn. ' . d1. .oino,."p , .po.-

tant characlerisLi.s ol ha.laD publi. spa.es. i. the sensc rhat rhel.
cd also change thcü Dature a.d liltrction for ashor titre based on the
presencc olunexpeded dctors.liris has its .ootu in the contradiction
bet$'ee. modernitv md tradition, behreen Republic'' (based on ele.tions
and secdar la$') and lslahic" (bascd on rcligioxs .o.trol and Shüla),
espccir.ttl, si.ce the beginning olthe relolrlion and thc impl€mentätion
ol Sharia la$ß after a relativepedod ofmodernien.

Whllc imperna.e.ce and uD.crtaintv are general chdracteristi.s oi
mode.n socictics, in lh€ ]rania. .ontext they rcs t hom the termanent
stmggle betlleen slate dnd people.lor inslance, the srdden app.daice
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.rr '.ioralitv policc" nr the shee.s and on squarcs to coDtrolthe Islanic
rppeara..e or Lrehallou ola,omen rnll volth or the rllternrg ol tlie
ini.m.t and so.iil tuedLä a ccompanicd bI the ertelded lse ol \rPN h)
:he maioritl ollntcrnc. useß lre j!sl. h{o ilmtxonß ofthis instabiliry
h.onlrasll.o thele d,. t.olled slaccs, rnod.n hlbrid str{ es s u.l) as neü
nega nalls with thclr cntertiiime.l sprces or.L tural ..ntrcs s.cm to
rc saler ard äee. d.es lor $'omcn aD.l youth, be..üse insl.ead ol
ihe moralit\ policc, se.!rltl grards or dedicatrd tcßonncl monitor lhc
! n lslamic appearan.c or b.hariou ol .u§.o, ! er\, ur tho ut .ausing th e,n

B.fore Lhe reroluti,,n, during tirc lahlari p.ri..L (r!2r ?9), the status
.1 flbli. slae $as quit. dillir.Dl thß fern trds chlra.terized br a

politi.s ofmodcrnlzatro. and the resternizauon ollran. Ho$r.!er this
rat'd rrbaf ,.odernization did Dot in.lude rll social cldsses. .ities, and

nud arcas. TchraD nl Lhrs te.i«1ü,as a ci4'dnid.d into t'ro part-q, arhere

Dorth a.d soL,lh $,ere comtlctck se|lrale.. lhe so.lal. .ultural. and
.conomi.lclels. aDdpxbl,. stares ilere orlcnt.d around tu.ral.lass l)
Iehran, düxt rll westernizcd urlrm spa.es {rrl] as re+, u tunts, .,ir e,n! s,

and lheatres n'erc situated ln the n..l.hern, rich. and n'cncmizcd part
ol th. ciq. r'hlle Sou th l eh rd. w. s basi.allr i toor dormltory Iiir Lhe

worklng class. \üth lhe r€loluüin er.rrthing change.l. th. inüsl|le
na.ll befilee! the n)!th and lorth brok. down and, 1.r rhe llrst üD..
teople .ould inradc thc steets. tr1ass,ve nurnbers ol demoDnrators
approtrlated sL.eets and squarcs, changing pubL. spa.ei litr a lew
.ronths inlo ipaccs lor the prbli.".

Hon'eler, atter thc rcloiution, n'ilh Lhe ,hple,nentalion ol Sharla la\!,
public spa.es rer! s,)o. turned out to b. spaces ol er.lusio! and oi
thc pcrlormancc olthe new aulh.ritv bdled on rcligion and thc rcrolu
rni.arysfi,ii. lhe first dccadc olthc re\olullon xnd lhe -"ighl. )ears 01l.he

IEn ]raq$rar irgso 88)are k.own as the most.ontrollcd mdrcprcsnt
teriod ollublic life and publi. spa.e in Iran. lh-a l3länric ethical (nrr.rol

.xcr.ised bv the mo.alitl, tolice I'as complcmentcd bI politicai
relresslon and affect.d lh. e!€rl'dal lives ol inhahil.anl.s. llie! ü.!111

.heckallthe slreets, sq!ares, and eyetr caf6s ald restaurarts lorantthing
thatlookcd un Isldric iD t€rnls olapfearan.e a.d b-4ravnur,tr lo ide!
ilypoljlnialdLssnlents. Soonlubli. spa.cs lost their ixictioD as a sctling

lorl.isure aDd cLrllüal a.tjlrtiesrLhese.litted silentll nrto !.irdte sfd.-.s
a.d we.l I nd erground. Ilan_r pcollc or dtists organizedrheirgathedngs

and cultural actililics $Lch is.on.erls, exllb,ti..s,1,rthe{he h ce.tu.y
and a srare oI fear, h,,5ting them in thet homcs. bchind draaa .urtains.
Veana.hlle, tublic spa.cs be.am€ stageJ ol olicidl rerolutionar_v d.d
rcligious perlorma..es. \\r]th the end ofthc n'ar thc r99os niüked dr.
beginning ola nei{phase aDd Eradualh te,,ple relurned to public slaces
'1Ie.ew con l, ove.iial mayor ofTchran. G. H. Kdrha(hi. ot)e.ed rf a.d
creat.d !€ir tutrLi. spaces bv removing thc fcnccs olalnost all üc
!a.k in Tehrd. maling them a.c€ssrble !L any Lihe, and by constr!.iLng
.ull!.al .enl.res in lhe south olth. ciqi hc trled to diniinish thc scgrc-

gation bcnlrccn north and south. B.hma. Cull.u.dlCentre ü.ds one olLhe

lirst tre$'hl,b.id s|aces buill onthc sjlc olthc mijn slaughterhousc ln thc

south olTehran and be.aüe ore !1 rhe catital!.rcn imf..ta.i clllu.al

his.lllural.entr.remnrdsm€olthccon.cptollhefali,np!.r :' :.::::
thc consiruction alfe.ted lhe sense ol sell:ide.lrli.atior oi 1i: :-
reld-"drs: lhe.kter nlemb.ß olthc.ommunl!, lresented th.n,!. .. ::
nrhabitaDis ol Koshtargrh lth e sldugh l. rlx ) ! re' ). ('liL! thc rou.,r!. i. ::

eral.io. qr,\i{lered themseL!€s ro bc kids olfarharq,a.a 1th. .i: ._:

On the other si.L€ olthc cl!'.ln th. nuLern !e g|b.L,rhood\ ,,i I;,::.:
durlngthc smcfern,d, f!tri{, str.es ent€red iDlo a schizophcri. i::::

" d p' '. b .f
to liore o1,€rh challcnge tradltlonrl pol(e ..ntrol iDd .r€itec ,::
s tuaiions tlrdt could transl'orm the pemai1.nt" nature olfubll. :::.:.
iDtot€!r!ori$ ind rx..rranr on.s \\rith thelrira]ollhe.uilrtr !r -
ll ) .ontrol sire-"i s ard squares public spa.cs srddcnh (arted .hi:. :: _ :
lrom op.n, modcrn urban spd.es lnto lurge er.l6ed {r.is d.dr:r i : :

r.rdltional r ules d id regrilaLions 6fi.il oldr. cn.loscd Islami. i!i:. i
lno{n as ardar.xni Su.h confli.ting snnultanelties in urLraf 'f,. :i
,.adc them tnore @nt,le\ Lre,,dlse Lhe tresen.e ol ih-. .r..r :

poll.e. .hange.l thet liDction. makiDg thon nßc.ure.fd r.{ri.t..: :::
louth and ü.omer {ho nere the mxin Larsets ofthc poli.c. Ihrs Dl:::.
.entstat.oldualltyand (l,rlionldln). belNeenpeo|leandstite 01!r :::.
pubLr. spi.e for dl. last fou dc.adcs has uklnratellnade sta.e! :-::
bot dt the rame lme elen rüe un.ertain. dqcndnrg on th. ti.r..:_:
pr.s.n.e of diilircnt so.ial a.tors. 5lnlie then, slreetJ and.üer t!a:
slaceshdleberornez,»es.lr.nleshrnrnandc!c{da_vrcsistaDc. .i:
ingthern more prolisionai and ambiSrous than ere.

t\\l::Publi.spa.c.inallthcurban.ontextsNeareNorkingina.d!:r :
n.g to, is clea.l.r relaLed lo..njLi.t, Nhich ln olrcs the aitempt to.n,::::
as Nell as tE.ticcs ofralsting. 5o ls there a 

'neaniqlul 
loinrn .1 r ". .'

reslnan.e? h rnl r-.sear.h lieLd, lr€mort pra.ticcs or mad.cN rtl.:.:
to ü.lent fasts iDsist on thc prcscn.e olthe dbsent nnd ther-"lore .o: l
be consi.lered ,s d mode 01 resistan.e, d.iing cvcrlda! indiftirt-::
B..atrse novidnls, in thc latil Anrerl.a. rnegä.,Lies I am studrni. I

mdyLrenol mL,.h iboul openr.prcssion andmore aLr.ut the llo:i:::
nrdiftir€n.c' iD ihc ererlda! rtrLrä,,1rLibLi. ira.e, as Isaac loscph pu:: ::
lhis ,es!( 11|l disirtercst in lhc alfaiE olthe !ther. is Lli-o pr!r!ddn:L :
lor lhe sociabillh ol.oeisii.B strangers.".{i lhc samc tinc. it ictra: ::
abubdn),//.rn4rrr8memo$ orrcslstancerrarker.rfrn.h.e.

So I would llke nr sun. uth lhe notion ol spatul rrrnrr.?. ln dLn oL-r.
studies. ,r,lii.h ls thc ficld I come firn origi. alll, n e leDd lo lo.us not .. :

onNhat as said, i. l..xt l'orüal, but also on lhc ünsaid, tne non ie\i :-
sllen.es as a toli'cürl form ol ealre$io.. I n.lieded int. sfatial t.!,::.
I propos. rcadlng the u,td. v,)ids.r olher emptr fonns in urban i.r::
rs sl(ti.l riLr.., a. nrlerferen.€ in establishcd spaualor dr.hit..:.:::
dls.ouße lhe emcrgiDg ofsll.nced li,reru. |or ir,!I, ..p rr,p ,rl)r. )r i

sc.rpr olBerhr is noüadavs reognrzed§'orldilidc as ha11ng incor!ora:.-i
and higllighted, ihc traccs andmarleN olNazir.eror relanng h fr.:r,::.
as 1{ell dr to Uertetratüs. So Berlin is oft.n .onsidrred a $t ,,r r,' -
model for the tublic and selfrellerLve r.rnrnernoratloD olliolcnt .::-l
shamelirl fasts, D .onlrast to lhc .la$ic loms 01 hetui. meh.dr . .

turc Ho$,cvcr Ne sh! uld keelr rn nind drat this .omnlg to term s $ ,tl, i.-
last i. urba. lernN did not haptcD as a .e{rlt ,,1'.m.ial i'illllrgne i! b:.:

was a.hi€v€d under nltense pressure liom so-.allcd ci1,il societl ti.i
the studeni m,^,ement inrg68.Nhi.llquestion-"d Lhe )ost ltir rc.on. :



r::.:t a.d e.onomic mnacli' narativcs, aDdlal.eror, itrthe eightics, thc
:::::.!i hitialLves.litc the one .. the site of the forner headquane6 ol
:.i Gestapo, nhi.h frslied thc golernne.l to conret th€ area iDto a

:::rlrial site, non kDoarn as the hpograph ofTeto.

!j: '..reiirnes it is not even dbout rcslstlns.blrro. o.,nanrtainlng
:.i.!sten.e bul rdther about the folitics ol erasur.. Onc of the mosL
::.niDent examples is Lhe ddyan..d coDstrucrion o1 tlie Llumboldt
:116. \rhich is to bc inaug!rated i! 2o1q. stasing itsell as a ?lobalce.[e
r: ,rorld .ultu€s" in the hedt ola cosmololltan cihL rilough rr is, quitc
:::.alil: based oD demolLio..'tle foum is a stange atuhiledrml hlLrrtd,
r-h titee hßtüicdl lacades and one Lhdt ti tnodcrnist. Ir relers to th€

-:ho.r olthe lomrer Pnrss,d. .it_rpalacc, the .!lddls.iL^ \: $,hlclr n'as

._.eicd in the rer! sdme a.ca: the bulldnrg s'as scvcr.h danliged bI
' otd l\hr I l bomblng and Nas t hen demolished b! th€ cD R glvernnent
. ih e 19 ios In th€ igir )s, o! lhc same site. t h e cDR golcmm€nr ere.LeLl

::. Pala.e o1 the Retubli. (Pa lasl rlet R€pübkL\ rhe seat o{ the Lrarliarnent.
i . .,ch also scNcd !s a lolLrlar rcnue for c Lrltural el.cnts From the 199os

.i. aJter rhe reutrilicarion ol the citr thc mijo Lr .{ Berlir loiiticians,
:ad also \{en.m «r.ietv, lelt thal tliis ar.hitectura.l rcmnant ol cDR
:riior!$'as somethi4lo b€ elinürared lrom rh. NeN Bedr.Iand{rdfe
:.nead. üc hßsian pdlace \rould now serve as a rnemodal relerence
:oitrt eren 

'l 
il came.like the lälade. as an ar.hite.tural simuidtior.

ne ronm is thus .1,eh!riling. in statial as \rellas in lolitical terms, an
i]rd€sired rnemory and is a perlect eramtle ol the selectn,eness of
:I nemoN politi.s: lhere are urban meDories tlrat de Noth consening.
...onstru.l,ng, and displatrng, a.d others thar are nor.

ir tcrms 01 $.ial agencies. hre are tirrnillar with the.la$L.al mode ol
,!iat n'c might call nreet politi.s, manilestations. and gatlierings nl
lreet\.tnd ntuarcs.I vould ILke t.r bring up otheß lbrfrs o{ inteß,enuon
:. L$an spa.e. O.e might be.alled adis(ou6c inteNention. r\n eiailtle
,r: lhis are thc so-called postcololal iDitiatnes üdrt.omotc thc lisiblli-
u iiion oia longleglectcd iar-er ol mennrt, the crucia.l role B€rlnr ph)ed
:. the colonlal operatldl oi the Ccnnan Rei.h r. the Iate dlere.nth
..ntLW Bes es guided citv $,alks that drdr attcntion to rhe enhtrgle

-..ts olnalioDal and !rbdn histor! rith the .olonial !ast. highLighting
r.l.nralndrkers inth. url)x.labrnr. tlFse inlti.tilps.,ll lir hF r?.lpni

i:iion ofstreets.amed after Lct figures rn cer.ran colonialism.

\rotherlonnat is thal olphlsi.al and spal,al ,l.rrdi1ror. as th. tcmlo-
:s o..upali.. ollubli. sta.er afarnors exanll(r'is an imttuvi§ed bul
.;\e.thele$ long term rell,gee camp in an imer c itt' ,reighbourhood in
3.rLiD. lhis kind ol o.cutation .hallenges thc usual .listir.tio. between
:lblic lile (thc.lairns made bv poliliclans) and tlie urban cverrdav (the

;xbh.l\ exposed pd!a.1 ol rhe ,rlüqees' "horne'1.

a:rall\: there is nhal \{e might call, lcN senerical\', ,, dy paLiiics, in thc
:.rie ol dirllling (or 'i.ratchrng') public s!ac. br putting on bodil!
:rrronnancc. One ol lhe best-knonn examtles i l-dtin Ämcrica is
:.E \llthers mor.menl in Büe.os Aires: lhc aronen exposed their rtr{n
:niires. .atturing !ublic attenlion, as Lhey .rarched around Plara de
l,li1o onc allcmoon 1r i9ir, insisung on risiblllzhg the yold olabsence
::: b\ ther disappcared sons and ddughter. Thc_v still .onrinue this
:::.ir.c. morc than lütv veds later, for half an hour e\.er y tlursda\ after

noon. ll1e r perloman.e can be seen as e termane.t disn,ftion and has

at thc same tinie bc.omc compl€teh Daturalizcd. corcrcd bl th€ sarne

mägi. cdle olirrisiLrility I hdt hides mosl,r,,numenls r. fL,Lnlc space. as

Rob€rt \1usil on.e stat€d, aid acconipdi€d by a clcar troces ofempti
l].ätion. with the prctesl harlngbeen @nlerted nrto a tourist attra.tion.

TlllinB about bodies extosnig themsehes i. fubli. ,na,/ .onnect us to
bodr srreet politics in Tchran. E1.en ii i{c arc lotally ignorant ofTehran
street life, as I i{as |efore m) firn and onlyviiit, s'e are probdbly ararc.
th..ugh tuedia dis.ouße a.d inages, ol lhe .onteste.tness .i l'emal€

bodics nr tublic spa.c.

Nl-\S SER{T: Iiis is coEct. in fa.t, rcsistancc ls oltcn cnlangled not onh
h,illl urban s|aces but dlsli ü'ith the sornrfolrti.dl, histrfical, loliticai
sFl.rn and spe.i6. so.lal issu€s in a so.leI, In Irai ald in tunre olher
\l id dle lastem .ountrles the contradi.lion bet,'feen thc r.ligion. Islami.
pr€.epts, and.'.derninn, e§!ecidllv ris ä !ls wolren, crcatcs nc§'
{urc.s ol antagonisrn and nc$,kiDds olresistaice Nhi.h mav.ot enst
or predo n i. ar.e in \t-esl.e.n corn h les ]]iis is rrhl,, sin.e ihc bcginning
ol the lslmic Rcrolution. \romcn havc bc.ome th. most iniporlrnl age.

cics olurban resislan.e I \'.Lrldlike to drsrnrgrish roughly li,ur q?es of
resistdnce entaDgled with thefublic space.

the riNt is the cla$ical lormat ofapolltical or social demonstration. The

mostnnporrant e{mples olrhis were rhe denorskati..3 thatled up ro
the,eie relolution.,{ month laler, on s N1arch r9r9, a hugc i{onent detu

onstration against the conipulsol1 hiiab Ms aso.iaLform olthis t)?e of
.lassicdl denonstrdtion. lirese protests usually take !la.e on centrai

nrccts and squares, iD front oliDdustrles, ministries, ortarliatuenl, most

ol them liare been organlzed before and have lisibl. leadcr figures.

]\ fe$'ernpcofr.sistancelsmosülcadcrlcssandrclicsoDsocialrnedra.
One *ar!t)le ß the üre I lillion S,gnalures lor the Rel.rn ol Discrimina-
l...r, r-ai{s aganßt 1\bmen', a femirist campaign Nhich b.gan ln 2oot
to organize ordinary Nornen against pa[iar.hai and rnisogrüsl ldws.

Hecent demoDst.atbns against the Iigh living costi o. s'ater scarcit_r

in di$erent .rties oflran. and even Lhe famous GF€n \1olemenl' con

resti4 the trcsidential electlon ol2ooe, are further exdmllcs ollhcse
neNlexdedesS a.d social mediä depende.t lorms ol resislance.

Ä thfLl lype oltusicla..e, u,hi.h is b],lir l.Ie rno«. ioporl.a.t in terms ol

. slze andsocial impact. is Nhat th. hanian sociologist Asef Balat .alled a
"nonnr(le,te.t'a,,d delined as the collecllre aclb.s olnoncollcctire
acloß".' ftct a.tftitics arc not .adcd out as cons.ious !.liLi.rl acts

but as a necessary tulans to su,yive and to.hange tlieir dailylives.Ilis
lorm ol resistin.e le.ame mosl imfortant lor Nornen arl l,outhjnlraD:
the ma$ive admission ofwomen to universitt. uDdergoundtop ltusic,
daih transgressions against the.onlpulsory hrjab, aDd imDosed l3lamic

perlo,mances ni publi. slaces. llrese ron orga.ized resistances had a

maior nnract on so.ial changc and on public Lilc andlubli. spa.es.

Thc n€\'est lonnat ol resistance is i prot€st Inor{n as the Girls .l
Heloiuuon Street'.'ltis is dn irdiridual, imper.rane.t. dnd short"tcrm
a.iion \rhi.h is rert dependenl on so.ial medii to spread lnd rnultitly
it ln dlfferent iimes and spaces, enaLrhrgitlo haye so.ie effect on sociel!.
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::.rs and xleler slress the imtorran.e ollhc duratlon ofan elent and

: 50 the tine 1t takes for the last traces ol an ad 01'resistmce to dl§

:ipear:'lhe cvcrlt as such ls not To important, but it is thc fideljly lo the

.rcnt that males il an event in an emphatic scnse:"' lt üas trecis€lythe
:.tetition ofthe acl and its re.ollection in different circumstances b-Y

iiffcrent actors that .orlerted th€ Girls of Revolutn)n Slreel'' pcrfo.

-adce nllo a nei{ lormat ofprotest. O! 27I)e.ember 2o4 Vida Nlovahe.l,

a roung lfornaD, siood on a utility boa in Enghelab streel,l.ied her hiiab

:o a stick, irnd waled it lo the.roi{d to protest againsl the .omlulsory
hijab. ]\ .oulle of hours later, he. pLctures and \ndcos Nenl \.iral and
jiDcc thcn dozens 01 l,oung worneD, as ivcll as some young nen. have

nounted sleps in diflcrcnt streets and squares and unveiled lhem-

sclrcs or tul d shiwlon a sti.kto prolcst agalnst tb€.oinplJso4 hijaLr.

\oushin,{madi IGorasa.i. aldftous leminisl actitist. stated that liith
ihe !ossibillies olso.ial netwo.king, the new ge.eratldn ol actilists
dont need to gather in anI specillc spa.e, be.ausc thcl form their

Jirolesls i. socid nefir'orking, iith hashtags and hleeting !l orms:" I1us,

thc rolc ofsocialmedia andvirlLral (pa.e must notbe ncglecled as iew
slnces ol.ontestallon \rirtua.l spa.e bccomes an imporlanl.omponcnt
olurban resistance. strenglhe.ing a.nons olresislaDcc inlbsical !trbllc

t Hem ) eleb\ae, tha hadn|nü 4.1ra., (od.rd: u'ne]'nbcta ell, ree, ).

2 (d S.lrtijgd, ,r fr,rra ldsetr r t di., Z?t: I bet t irili::dn"ßgtN.hiNhte u nd

caop,rr&(FRnknft nn Nlaini Fi{iherTas.hc.bu.hvenag, roe).

3 Se. ihc l.Io§nrg ,r.rls bl dme I lLrl'fsclnnrd: fiß6e ru ,4",rni Ermarrrg

cewt üntl stadtts.h?! t,.hen in Lzl.n!,haritz (Iliesbaden: sFrirrger vs

r.ri)i and s.tut.hilrgslacerlenoryscapes, vtlen.e rndErdn'daILile in

Illenco Ci§ ard Buenos ,\Ie!l in Ünun ILdn Tnan a: lndges ll'atli FL s

antJ the Bu;!t F. n.antrl.A nian.afteire nledetrosafdJtrl,r OD.Iüell

Nc\! trL roudedqe, 2ors l, 2ir 5r.

4-qndrels Hulsse. Prese.t P.sls: Urban Pdlinqse§s and the ]+nnir. al

,U.ltr,'t'{5|ülord, UniveNitl Pre$, 1o03l

5 Ke.rI Cuperi rd Nlarkus Nlio$en, sldßs o/ahGr",l [{LLp!ülal:
N1üllcr u.d !usm.nn, 20 o2J, re
6[risprai/\rnn EnrrLinri.']dnu.n.dolBalm r CL]lturd Ce.ter in dte Socill

and aullural Litu.Il\nmen md Youtn ol rehran; r;4/,8! q {1qe5l rr 13

, lüasseFtArtr lblilrimr,'Conq,e.ingl..l.sedPublic Spa.,es. Ctr.!: Ae

t.to rbn l. ualdt .I ü'ba, Pal.I ,d 1,/d,,r nd 23, n. 6 lDe.enber 2oo li l:

. 31\a,.I.seph,tl,ram,enreleleiP,.,o !.ü,,, (Br.cn,na: gedisaedrt.nal

9Aselßalat,,at6?o?rrrs:no Ainn yP ltt chdnee the ttiddle Enst,

lSlM Senes or Coüemf .rury NIL\lid So.i.llos (Ämsterdm: lrnsterdrm

lrriYeßily Ptuss, rod r,r

o Laß Freß rdLaß llerer 'Resisinnce i. Puhli.Sln.es QLresti.ns.l

DnnncIon,lrrr!ti,)n, addlxpe,ionl s?,.d ad 0rr," 10 lMlr 2.1i): r rr.

n Notrshin§xnadiKhoraranr, "Gtrls !alnghelrh SLr.olandthe Emergenc.

ol.NelLGereration.ts..ial-\.Lirsl' 6 Nlarch 2!13 htt s://.oßti.ahnadr

&rdprer\.1.n,'10l3/.iro6/tnrrJ_a6r-rn_rÜJJ1-'r.lirt'aeJ'€rdJJJ/
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November 2s - 26,2orz T€hrm
Tehrm Museum ofcontemporeytut (TlIoCA) Publßhed by

nth: Ilirsserar Ämir Ebrahini, Nazgol Ansdriria. ldhad lozouni, lla {In6trtul Lr Auslandsb€ziehugen), Sluttgart, Ronald Grälz

Anne Huffs.hmid. Sohrab Nlahdarl, Kaveh Rshidzadeh. rlM,ila.de
HomarouD Sirizi, lörq S lollmann, lloriaD Uiüst

Con ept

November 24, ,ov Solme Shahbazi

Cty Tour

Atist lresentations in BonGaL Neda Zdci, Anila nsfandjaryl PubLt-thi g mandgers

Tehran carnival Al*ddra loshi, Henrike Hoftlnam

^"ovember 
2z 2018 Design

Ci§ Walk wirh Taraneh Yalda Ronald Kolb. Älexander Schnidl, Biotop 3ooo, Sluttgdt, BerLin

G.lnir Karrahtuani. Sludio Kalrahmmi. Bedin

Shi lting Panoramas

April rg - 2o,2or8, Berlin Printing

Deutsches Aachitektü Zentrm (DAZ) Druckhaus Köthen

wilh, MaßeraL AmirEbrahiml, Arash Hanaei, ,Anna Heilgemei.,

Änne Huffschnid, Azam Khalm, Hmed Kiosrali, Niloulär Tajeri, bqy'editng
Honavou Sidzi, Tirdad Zolgladr Simon Cow?ex 206 Hdds, Zahra Rashid

CrW \,Valk wlth Erik Göngrich Samaneh Maddah. Roozbeh Tühib| Mahan Moalehl Simon Colt?er

April2r,2ore PosteN.p.so 51: larhad I'ozom| Studio Tehre,2o17l2o18

Ciry Uralk with Anna Heilgemeir Pictures, p. .17_48. 53 54: Vlctoda lomaschko, Somayeh lafdl
Heülke Hoffmann

"NewMunjcipa.lismoAuthors,lhotogaphers,tnstitutfürAuslmdsbezlehungene'V(ifa)'
Homayoun Stlzi ln co.veßatlon ltiih Niloufd Taied Tehrd/B€rlin Sturlgart, Gemany

As pat ol REAITY, LN lnstilute lor Cont€mlorary Art AI dghts reserved.

lrinte.l in Gemany

solmaz shahbazi. Azar Mairnoudian

ReaLi.dtion and argdnizatian

Hemike I lofänann, Alexandra Joshj, Claudia Nejati

Specia.l thanls lo Roozbeh 'razhibi, Boncah dd Studio Tehran

lhe ila (Inslitut für Auslandsbeziehungcn) is slonsored bl, the Gernal

loreign Ofice, lhe State ol Bad€n_Würtlemberg, and its state capita

Stlrtlgarl.

Organizedby
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